Travellers In India

lance when going through, the street. According
to Varthema, who is the better authority, these
were followed in order by the "Tiva" or
artisans, the " Mechua " or Fisherman, and
the " Foliar " and the " Hirava," who were
agriculturists. These latter were bound not to
come within fifty paces of a Brahmin or a Nair,
unless called by them; and when going along
the street were obliged to call aloud <c Popo," to
warn them; for if they suddenly met a Brahmin
or a Nair, they could be killed with impunity
for defiling them.*

In the kingdom of Calicut the woman, not
the man, was the stock of inheritance. Thus
the direct successor of the king was his sister's
son, not his own. This remarkable custom was
due to the extraordinary marriage conventions
prevalent among the Nairs of the Malabar
towns. By collating the accounts given by
various, among them later,t travellers, we
gather that the Nairs married before the age of
ten, but never permanently cohabited with
their wives. The wife lived with her mother
or brother, and received whom she would of
high rank. The system was practically poly-
andry, as the number of Nairs admitted was in
practice strictly limited, and each of them con-
tributed to the upkeep of the wife. The chil-

* The Travels of Lndovico di V(tribe-ma (Hak. Soc.), p. 142.
t The beat account given by any traveller IB perhaps that of Dr Buchanan
in Pinkenotfs Collection) viii, p. 737. Cp. also Ibn Batutay Lee (167).
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